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tears from the eyes of the saint, with which he night and day implored
the divine mercy upon the souls intrusted to his care. He directed all
his fasts, his prayers, and labours for the good of his flock; being per-
suaded that the sanctification of the people committed to his charge was
an essential condition for securing his own salvation. He altered nothing
in the simplicity of a monastic life, and looked on the episcopal character
as a laborious employment rather than a dignity. His clothes were plain
and his food coarse; for he ate nothing but brown bread, herbs, and
pulse, of which the poor had always their share. He made the constant
visitation of his diocese his employ; he everywhere exhorted and instructed
his whole charge with unwearied zeal and invincible patience, and besides
he provided the several parishes of his diocese with able and virtuous
pastors. When he came to his bishopric he found the chapter of his
cathedral full of irregularities and the service of God performed in a very
careless manner; but he soon made that church a pattern of good order
and devotion. He recovered the tithes and other revenues of the church
that had been usurped by certain powerful laymen; made many excellent
foundations for the education of youth and the relief of the poor; repaired
several churches and restored everywhere devotion and the decent service
of God, The author of his life, who was the constant companion of his
labours and the witness of the greatest part of his actions after he was
made bishop, assures us he wrought many miracles in several places,
chiefly in curing the sick and multiplying provisions for the poor in times
of great distress, so that he was regarded as a new Thaumaturgus. The
confusion his humility suffered from the honours he received, joined to
his love of solitude, made him resolve to retire from the world; and
accordingly, in 1155, after he had borne the weight of the episcopal
character thirteen years, having settled his diocese in good order, he dis-
appeared on a sudden and made his way to a retired monastery of
Cistercians in Germany, where he was not known. In the meantime,
his family and diocese mourned for the loss of their tender father. Strict
inquiry was made in all the neighbouring provinces, especially in the
monasteries, but in vain, till after some time Divine Providence discovered
him by the following accident. A young man, who had been brought up
under his care, came to the monastery in which he lay concealed, and
upon observing the monks as they were going out of the church to their
work, he knew his bishop, and made him known to the whole community.
The religious no sooner understood who he was but they all fell at his
feet, begged his blessing, and expressed much concern for not having
known him before. The saint was inconsolable at being discovered and
was meditating a new escape, but he was so carefully watched that it was
not in his power; so that he was forced to go back to his diocese, where
he was received with the greatest demonstrations of joy. He applied